CHAS-291 early 19th century
CHERRY HILL

Nanjemoy

Private

A true one and one-half story frame house with five bay front
and rear elevations and interior end chimneys, Cherry Hill has the
distinction of being the only known local example of a Federal house
of this design. A building that obviously derives its plan from
earlier architectural styles and with interior and exterior trim and
details of distinctly Federal design, Cherry Hill remains remarkably
well preserved. The only physical alteration has been the demolition
of its original semi-detached kitchen wing that stood at the east end
of the house and its replacement by a shed roofed enclosed porch, and
the introduction of modern conveniences. Paneled double doors between
the two west end parlors have been removed and reused on a shed depend-

ency.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A one and one-half story frame house with interior end chimneys,
Cherry Hill has the distinction of being the only recorded local
example of this particular Federal era plan in the county.

The original south front of the house, now the back, is five bays

in width. The centered, four panel entrance door is framed by an
architrave consisting of flat pilasters and a shallow board pediment
over a multi-paned transome. The four flanking windows have narrow
beaded trim and 6-over-6 pane sash. On the front slope of the roof
are three pedimented dormer windows of 6-over-6 pane sash. Simple
pilasters frame the sash of the dormers, and each has a wide, plain
board frieze below the cornice line extending across all three sides.
The north side of the house, originally the rear, is also five bays
in width. The door has plain wood trim and is sheltered by a later
pedimented porch. Over the door is a small window lighting an in-
terior stair landing. The four first floor windows frame 6-over-6
pane sash. On the roof above are two pedimented dormers of the same
design as those of the south side. There are no first floor openings
in either end of the house except a door in the east end that opened
onto a semi-detached kitchen wing that formerly stood in this area
The kitchen was demolished several years ago and replaced by the
present shed roof addition. There are two windows in the gable walls
at both ends of the house. Cherry Hill is built on low brick found-
ations and retains its original clapboard siding, beaded rakeboards,
corner boards and other trim.

The first floor plan includes a centered stair hall with two rooms
to each side. 2ll of the interior trim is fairly plain but of a
type consistant with its Federal architecture. The walls of the
house rise a full one and one-half story in height allowing for four
second floor bedrooms that correspond in their dimensions with the
rooms below.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rul

A true one and one-half story frame house with five bay front
and rear elevations and interior end chimneys, Cherry Hill has
the distinction of being the only known local example of a
Federal house of this design. A building that obviously de-
rives its plan from earlier architectural styles and with in-
terior and exterior trim and details of distinctly Federal
design, Cherry Hill remains remarkably well preserved. The only
physical alteration has been the demolition of its original
semi-detached kitchen wing that stood at the east end of the
house and its replacement by a shed roofed enclosed porch, and
the introduction of modern conveniences. Paneled double doors
between the two west end parlors have been removed and reused
on a shed dependency.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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[LJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Cherry Hill is located on a 175.16 acre tract of land
identified as parcel 13, Map 40 of the Charles County
Tax Maps (revised Jan., 1976).

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[ElFORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

J. Richard Rivoire, Consultant

ORGANIZATION DATE

Charles County Planning Department July, 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

Charles County Courthouse 645-6537
CITY OR TOWN STATE

La Plata Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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